Perhaps the last major effort to save the world's great apes from extinction has been launched at a recent meeting held in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, one of 23 home states of the great apes. The meeting included an unusually broad range of interests for a conservation issue, with businesses, industry and communities joining up with scientists, environmental agencies and UN bodies to create the Kinshasa Declaration to support a strategy to conserve the animals.
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A key issue is that of reconciling the needs of local people with the needs of the great apes and to acknowledge that the alleviation of poverty in local communities through sustainable developments is likely to be one of the key factors in the strategy.
The declaration came at the end of a conference of the United Nations Environment's Great Ape Survival Project in the face of evidence that their population of at least two million 50 years ago has now fallen to no more than 400,000. Autism is a developmental disorder diagnosed on the basis of early-emerging social and communication impairments and rigid and repetitive patterns of behaviour and interests. The manifestation of these varies greatly with age and ability, and the notion of an autism spectrum has been introduced to recognise this diversity. We begin our discussion of research on the nature and causes of autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) with a single case history that illustrates the range of symptoms seen in this disorder.
Ape alert

Gorilla in the missed
When Paul was two he spent hours lining up toy cars and gazing at them from different angles. He did not turn when his name was called, or take any notice of others. He remained oblivious when his mother hurt herself and cried out in pain. He did not speak to communicate, but he could echo back phrases from the television news, and arranged plastic letters to form words from TV credits. He would often have tantrums for no reason his parents could discern, but was noticeably calmed by music, especially Bach's Goldberg Variations. He did not look at others' faces or point out things of interest -he would take an adult's hand and move it towards an object he wanted, as if the hand were a tool.
By five years, Paul was notably unaware of other children, apparently uninterested in making friends. He did not play makebelieve games and was confused when another child poured him a cup of pretend tea. However, he liked to have the attention of adults and spoke in a formally correct, rather stilted manner. A strong obsession with locks, and protest at any change of routine in the daily events made his family's life difficult. At school he
